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Family planning has the power  
to change the world.

The change begins with a woman’s 

own life. With access to modern 

contraception, a woman or girl can 

decide for herself if and when she’s 

physically, emotionally, and financially 

ready to bear a child. She can 

provide her children with more of the 

advantages they need to succeed in 

life—nutritious food, medical care, 

educational opportunities—and watch 

them grow into healthy, educated 

adults who will in turn make their own 

productive contributions to society. 

The virtuous cycle that begins with the 

empowerment of a single woman can 

help lift families and ultimately entire 

communities out of poverty. 

Family Planning 2020 is built on the 

premise that the myriad, life-changing 

benefits of modern contraception 

should be available everywhere in 

the world, to every woman and girl. 

The goal we set at the 2012 London 

Summit on Family Planning is a step 

toward that vision: to provide 120 

million additional women and girls 

in the world’s poorest countries with 

access to voluntary, rights-based 

family planning by the year 2020.

In the past three years we’ve made 

enormous strides. FP2020 partners are 

bringing family planning programs and 

contraceptive services to millions of 

women and girls who have never had 

access before, including the poorest, 

the most vulnerable, and the hardest 

to reach.

Yet as we approach the halfway mark 

to our 2020 goal, we are faced with 

a shortfall we cannot ignore. Our 

progress, while significant, is not 

keeping pace with our projections. 

The task before us as a partnership 

is clear: we must step forward and 

reinvigorate our commitment to the 

movement in bold, meaningful, and 

measurable ways. We must act with 

urgency to fulfill our promise to the 

millions of women and girls who want 

the chance to shape their own lives 

and destiny. 

Now is the moment to build bridges 

to our partners across sectors—to 

those working to improve education, 

maternal health, economic equality, 

environmental policies—to demonstrate 

that voluntary, rights-based family 

planning is the linchpin for every other 

aspect of development.

By empowering women and girls 

with the ability to plan their own lives 

and families, we—and they—can truly 

change the world. 

The virtuous cycle 
that begins with the 
empowerment of a single 
woman can help lift 
families and ultimately 
entire communities out 
of poverty.

Dr. Chris Elias
President of Global Development 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Dr. Babatunde Osotimehin
Under-Secretary-General
of the United Nations
Executive Director
United Nations Population Fund



CIP

AS OF JULY 2015

SINCE FP2020’S 
LAUNCH IN 2012

IN 2014

IN OUR 3RD YEAR

290.6
MILLION MILLION
USERS OF MODERN
CONTRACEPTION IN FP2020’S 
69 FOCUS COUNTRIES

24.4
MORE WOMEN AND GIRLS 
USING MODERN CONTRACEPTION 
THAN IN 2012 

8080

36

20

MILLION

111,000

UNINTENDED 
PREGNANCIES 
AVERTED

MATERNAL DEATHS AVERTED

IN BILATERAL FUNDING 
FOR FAMILY PLANNING

MORE THAN

INCLUDING

COMMITMENTS 
BY COUNTRIES, DONORS, 
CIVIL SOCIETY AND 
PRIVATE SECTOR 

COUNTRY
COMMITMENTS

COUNTRIES 
HAVE DEVELOPED COSTED 
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS 

IN FP2020'S 69 FOCUS COUNTRIES

      US$1.4
BILLION

32%

DONORS PROVIDED

MORE THAN 
IN 2012

$

JULY 2014–JULY 2015



Three years ago, we made a promise. 
At the 2012 London Summit on 
Family Planning, we pledged to bring 
modern contraception within reach 
of an additional 120 million women 
and girls by the year 2020. As we 

approach the halfway point to 2020, 

we can see clearly how much we’ve 

accomplished together, how much is 

left to do, and whether we’re on track 

for our goal. 

Today, because of the work of 

FP2020’s partners around the world, 

more women and girls than ever before 

are using modern contraception. An 

unprecedented 290.6 million women 

and girls in the world’s poorest 

countries are now able to decide for 

themselves whether and when to get 

pregnant, an increase of 24.4 million 

from the time of the London Summit. 

Nevertheless, our results aren’t 

measuring up to our ambition. We’ve 

reached 24.4 million women and girls 

with lifesaving contraception, but 

that’s 10 million fewer than we had 

hoped to reach by this time. If we 

continue at this rate, we risk missing 

our goal—and leaving millions of 

women and girls without the care 

and services they need and deserve.

With five years remaining until 

2020, FP2020 and its partners must 

take immediate action to accelerate 

progress. We must reexamine our 

commitments to ensure we’re doing 

all we can, and reinvigorate our efforts 

wherever necessary.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The good news is that the global 

partnership we’ve built together 

has given us an incredibly strong 

foundation for the work ahead. 

Countries, donors, and partners are 

connecting as never before to expand 

existing programs and strategize on 

new directions. Seven countries and five 

institutional partners have joined the 

FP2020 movement in the past year 

alone, marking the greatest surge in 

new commitments since 2012. Bilateral 

funding for family planning has  

increased by almost a third since the 

London Summit. 

The FP2020 platform itself has 

emerged as a unique space for the 

global community to collaborate 

on family planning. Drawing on the 

groundbreaking work of numerous 

partners, we’ve established an 

unparalleled measurement framework 

to track data on family planning and use 

it to make decisions. Market-shaping 

interventions are making contraceptives 

more available and affordable, and 

collectively we’re working to ensure 

that rights and empowerment principles 

are built into the DNA of every family 

planning program. 

Now we need to pick up the pace.  

This means building on the momentum 

we’ve created and taking it further: 

increasing pledges, scaling up successful 

interventions, dedicating additional 

country and donor resources, and setting 

more ambitious objectives to deliver 

contraceptives to the women and girls 

who want and need them. 

More women and 
girls than ever before 
are using modern 
contraception.

We’ve come so far,  
but we must go further.



long strategic review, accepting the 

challenge to strengthen our own efforts 

while exploring new ways to maximize 

global and country impact. 

Success is within our grasp, but only 

if we work together. We’ve come 

so far, but we must go further. Let’s 

capitalize on the platform we’ve built, 

the partnerships we’ve forged, and 

the knowledge we’ve gained. For 

the millions of women and girls who 

are counting on us to deliver on the 

promise of the London Summit, the 

time to act is now.

The process of acceleration is already 

underway. As we announce in this 

report, the Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation is pledging to increase 

its financial commitment to family 

planning by 25% over the next three 

years. Marie Stopes International has 

doubled its FP2020 goal, and Pathfinder 

International and Jhpiego have also 

renewed their commitments. More 

partners and countries were stepping 

forward with new and expanded 

commitments as this report went to 

press. And the FP2020 Secretariat 

is finalizing an intensive, months-

FP2020 AND THE SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

FP2020’s goal of 
reaching 120 million 
women and girls by 
2020 is a critical 
milestone on the 
journey to realizing 
the Sustainable 
Development Goals, 
and contraceptive 
access for all, by 2030. 

This has been a pivotal year in global 
development. With the launch of the 

Sustainable Development Goals, the 

new Global Strategy for Women’s, 

Children’s and Adolescents’ Health,  

and expanded global financing 

mechanisms for health, we have a  

once-in-a-generation opportunity to 

chart a course for the world we want. 

Universal access to family planning is 

an essential part of that world. And 

FP2020’s goal of reaching 120 million 

women and girls by 2020 is a critical 

milestone on the journey to realizing 

the Sustainable Development Goals, and 

contraceptive access for all, by 2030. 



INTERNATIONAL FAMILY PLANNING ASSISTANCE:  
DONOR GOVERNMENTS AS A SHARE OF BILATERAL DISBURSEMENTS, 2014
(TOTALS IN US$ MILLIONS)

US 
44.0%

UK 
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NETHERLANDS 11.3%

GERMANY 2.2%
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NORWAY 1.4%
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$9.0

TOTAL

US $1,445.5 MILLION
BILATERAL DISBURSEMENTS

The 2012 London Summit generated 
US$2.6 billion in financial commitments 
from global donors to support family 
planning. It also sparked a renewed 

emphasis on family planning as a global 

development priority, with growing 

recognition that voluntary, rights-based 

family planning is one of the most  

cost-effective investments a country 

can make in its future. 

In 2014 donor governments provided

US$1.4 billion in bilateral funding

for family planning programs, a 9%

MOBILIZING RESOURCES
TO DRIVE PROGRESS

increase over the prior year and a

32% increase over 2012. The US was 

the largest bilateral donor in 2014, 

providing almost half of total bilateral 

funding: US$636.6 million. The UK 

was the second largest bilateral donor, 

accounting for nearly a quarter of all 

funding (US$327.6 million).

Of the 10 donor governments profiled, 

8 made commitments during the 2012 

London Summit. Preliminary estimates 

indicate that all 8 are on track toward 

fulfilling their commitments.
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Humanitarian crises brought about 
by natural disasters, conflict, or 
disease pose a special challenge 
for family planning services.  
Women’s reproductive health  

needs don’t disappear in times of  

crisis, yet their access to care can  

be severely compromised. 

During 2014 and 2015, West Africa 

fought the largest, deadliest  

outbreak of Ebola in history. Over 

11,000 people died, including  

more than 500 health workers. 

In the three hardest-hit countries—

Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone—

the impact on health systems was 

devastating. Reproductive health 

care ground to a halt as funds and 

resources were diverted to cope with 

the epidemic. Family planning services 

were suspended, clinics turned away 

patients, and hospitals shut their doors. 

The outbreak took a particularly severe 

toll on women. Because women are 

traditionally caregivers, they suffer 

higher rates of infection. For pregnant 

women, Ebola is virtually a death 

sentence: their mortality rate from  

the virus is 90%. The risk of sexual 

violence against women and girls is 

also heightened in such a crisis. 

Many FP2020 partners were at the 

front lines of the international Ebola 

response, and many are now deeply 

involved in the recovery. Work is 

centered on restoring vital health 

services, getting life back on track,  

and rebuilding health systems to be 

stronger and more resilient—so that  

a tragedy like the Ebola disaster will 

never happen again.

WOMEN AND GIRLS IN 
HUMANITARIAN SETTINGS 
THE EBOLA OUTBREAK

The outbreak took 
a particularly severe 
toll on women.

Photo by:
Mark Naftalin/FP2020 



PROGRESS IN ACTION 
GOTONG ROYONG:  
FAMILY PLANNING THE INDONESIAN WAY

In the three years since the London 

Summit, Indonesia has made strong 

progress on its FP2020 commitment. 

And gotong royong, the Indonesian 

principle of mutual aid and shared 

responsibility, is everywhere in evidence. 

Indonesia’s new universal health 

coverage program includes family 

planning for eligible couples. More than 

23,500 family planning clinics are in 

the process of being upgraded, and the 

government is training thousands of 

midwives and doctors. The Improving 

Contraceptive Method Mix project 

is expanding the availability of IUDs 

and implants. Advocacy campaigns 

are raising awareness and mobilizing 

resources.

The FP2020 Country Committee, 

established by the National Population 

and Family Planning Board (BKKBN) 

in 2013, brings together the many 

stakeholders who are contributing to 

this grand effort, from the national level 

down to the smallest village. 

Indonesia recognizes that a successful 

family planning program means a 

brighter, healthier future for everyone: 

women, children, families, communities, 

the country as a whole. And that getting 

there is everyone’s responsibility. 

Gotong royong. 

FP2020 COMMITMENT TO ACTION 2014–2015 is the print version 
of the third-annual Progress Report from FP2020.

FP2020 COMMITMENT TO ACTION 2014–2015: DIGITAL EDITION is a more 
extensive, interactive report with additional content from FP2020 partners and 
focus countries: www.familyplanning2020.org/progress.

Indonesia recognizes 
that a successful family 
planning program means 
a brighter, healthier  
future for everyone.

@FP2020GLOBAL
#FP2020PROGRESS 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/FAMILYPLANNING2020
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CORE PARTNERS

YOUR GUIDE TO THE FP2020 PROGRESS REPORT

FP2020 COMMITMENT TO ACTION: MEASUREMENT ANNEX 2015 contains an 
expanded analysis of the Core Indicator suite, special analyses on youth and 
contraceptive method mix, and updates on FP2020’s measurement agenda.  
It is published as a companion to FP2020 Commitment to Action 2014–2015.


